United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 



CONFIRMATION NO. 



10/692,890 



10/24/2003 



26710 7590 03/14/2006 

QUARLES & BRADY LLP 
41 1 E. WISCONSIN AVENUE 
SUITE 2040 

MILWAUKEE, WI 53202-4497 



Gilbert F. Ransley JR. 



121635.00002 



8697 



EXAMINER 



ART UNIT 



EL ARINI, ZEINAB 



PAPER NUMBER 



1746 

DATE MAILED: 03/14/2006 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 



Office Action Summary 


Application No. 

10/692,890 


Applicant(s) 
RANSLEY ET AL 


Examiner 

Zeinab E. EL-Arini 


Art Unit 
1746 





- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 



Period for Reply 
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earned patent term adjustment See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 : 

I. Claims 1-28, drawn to an apparatus for cleaning elongated object, 
classified in class 134, subclass 122R. 

II. Claim 29, drawn to a method of cleaning elongated object, classified in 
class 134, subclass 25.1. 

The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 

2. Inventions II and I are related as process and apparatus for its practice. The 
inventions are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be 
practiced by another and materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus 
as claimed can be used to practice another and materially different process. (MPEP § 
806.05(e)). In this case the process as claimed can be practiced by another apparatus 
such as one without infeed conveyor and outfeed conveyor, and the apparatus as 
claimed can be used to practice another process such as a process for treating or 
processing a solid surface. 

3. Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given 
above and have acquired a separate status in the art in view of their different 
classification, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

4. Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given 
above and have acquired a separate status in the art because of their recognized 
divergent subject matter, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 
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5. During a telephone conversation with Steven Wietrzny on 2/10/06 a provisional 
election was made without traverse to prosecute the invention of Group I, claims 1-28. 
Affirmation of this election must be made by applicant in replying to this Office action. 
Claim 29 is withdrawn from further consideration by the examiner, 37 CFR 1 .142(b), as 
being drawn to a non-elected invention. 

6. Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected 
invention, the inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1.48(b) if one 
or more of the currently named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim 
remaining in the application. Any amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by 
a request under 37 CFR 1 .48(b) and by the fee required under 37 CFR 1 .17(i). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

7. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

8. Claims 1-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

In claim 1 , line 5, "the direction" and "the ramp" are without proper antecedent 
basis. 

In claim 9, line 2, "the chain" lacks antecedent basis. 
In claim 13, line 2, "the plate" lacks antecedent basis. 
In claim 17, line 5, "the direction" lacks antecedent basis. 
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In claim 24, line 2, "the maximum fill level" lacks antecedent basis. 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 103 

9. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

10. Claims 1-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ransley, Jr. et al. (5,778,907) in combination with McCue et al. (1,178,166). 

Ransley et al. disclose a system for cleaning elongated objects. The system 
comprises a cleaning tank, an infeed conveyor, and outfeed conveyor mounted inside 
the tank sloping upwardly in the direction from the tank bottom toward the exit end. The 
reference also discloses the pusher flights, the water jet, the jet manifold, and the plate 
as claimed. See the abstract, Fig. 2, col. 2, line 7- col. 3, line 29, col. 4, lines 8-55, col. 
5, lines 55-64, and col. 6, lines 21-57. 

The reference discloses all limitations with the exception of the back stop, the load 
ramp, and the angle as claimed. 

McCue et al. disclose a can washing machine comprises a tank, a load ramp, and 
a back stop (15). See Fig. 2 and pages 1-2. 

It would have been obvious for one skilled in the art to replace the infeed conveyor 
of Ransley et al. by the backstop and the load ramp taught by McCue et al. to obtain the 
claimed invention. This is because both references are from the same technical 
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endeavor which is cleaning elongated objects. It would have been obvious for one 
skilled in the art to adjust the angle to obtain optimum results. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Zeinab E. EL-Arini whose telephone number is (571) 
272-1301. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Barr can be reached on (571 ) 272-1414. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Zeinab E. EL-Arini 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1746 

ZEE 

03/13/06 



